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SUMMARY

The sample for both countr ies were environmental  educators who demonstrate a high
level of  commitment to environmental  concerns. This was conf irmed by the
complet ion of a quest ionnaire where they gave detai ls of  their  pro-environmental
behaviour and pract ical  concern for the environment.  In addit ion subjects were asked
to wri te an autobiographical  statement ident i fy ing those inf luences and experiences
that led to their  environmental  concern. Findings of this research relate to those of a
number of s imi lar studies (Tanner 1980, Chawla 1995).

The comparison of data of the two countr ies led to the i l luminat ion of important
simi lar i t ies yet also interest ing di f ferences in the apparent signi f icance of categories
of inf luence on people's l ives. Within the UK sample' i t  was found that the most
inf luent ial  factor in developing the concern for the environment is the chi ldhood
experiences of nature and countryside (Palmer L993, Palmer and Suggate 1996). The
same factor,  al ihough second in signi f icance, seems to inf luence the Greek sample.
The di f ferences l ie in the fact that what is termed as negat ive inf luences, i .e.  of
pol lut ion and i ts impact ranks more highly in the Greek sample than the UK one. This
might suggest cultural differences between the two countries related to people's
experiences and perception. The results of this research convey important messages
for environmental educators. They emphasize without doubt the importance of
providing the young people with opportunities for positive experiences of nature and the
countryside.
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